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Houses  and  Population  at  the  Census  of  1901. 
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HOUSES. 

PERSONS. 

Civil  Parish. 

In 

Occupa¬ 

tion. 

Not  in 
Occupa¬ 
tion. 

Build¬ 

ing. 

Ma  les. 

Females. 

Total. 

Milford  ...  ...  '  ... 

854 

20 

4 

1724 

2101 

8825 

Fisher  ton  Anger 

1010 

18 

81 

2244 

2420 

4664 

The  Close  of  the  Canons  of  the 
Cathedra]  Church  Liberty  ... 

CO 
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3 

-d 

128 

•> 

1 

250 

560 

810 

St.  Thomas  ... 

4  1  (i 

10 

o 

o 

616 

988 

1599 

St.  Edmund 

917 

46 

4 

1570 

1873 

3443 

St.  Martin  ... 

587 

10 

... 

1280 

1496 

2776 

3918 

101 

48 

7684 

9433 

17,117 

REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1903. 


Births  during 
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...  257 
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...  834 
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1898 

...  368 
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1895 
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...  26-9 
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1894 

...  396 
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yy 

1894 

...  26*4 

yy  yy 

1893 

...  414 

yy 

yy 

1893 

...  25-2 

Deaths  during 

1903 

...  222  But  deducting  32 

Death  Rate 

for  1903 

...  11-1 
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...  229  deaths  in  the 
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1902 

...  13-4 
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...  255  Infirmary 

of 
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1900 
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yy  yy 
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1898 

...  277  District,  190. 
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...  18-4 
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1897 

....  14-6 
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1896 

...  272 
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...  18*1 
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1895 

...  265 
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yy 

1895 

...  17-6 

yy  yy 

1894 

...  277 

yy 

yy 

1894 

...  18-4 

yy  yy 

1893 

...  275 

yy 

yy 

1893 

...  18-3 
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y  y 

y  y 
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y  y 

yy 
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Particulars. 

Phthisis.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlatina. 

Influenza. 

St.  Edmund’s 

4  ...  2 

— 

2 

1 

St.  Martin’s 

2  ...  2 

— 

_ . 

St.  Thomas’ 

1  ...  — 

1 

_ 

. 

The  Close  ... 

-  ...  - 

— 

_ 

1 

Fisherton  ... 

2  ...  — 

3 

— 

Milford 

3  ...  — 

— 

_ 

_____ 

Infirmary  ... 

—  ...  — 

... 

i 

— 

— 

12  4 

5 

2 

2—25 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1903. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria. 

Typhoid. 

Scarlatina. 

Erysipelas. 

St.  Edmund’s 

37  ...  — 

•  •  . 

— 

29 

_ 

St.  Martin’s 

62  ...  8 
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1 

St.  Thomas’ 
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4 

4 

1 
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— 

_ 

_____ 
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17  ...  10 

1 

7 

1 

Milford 

1  ...  — 
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— 

— 

_ 

Infirmary  . . . 

... 

. . .  —  ...  5 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 
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Birth  Rate. 


Death  Rate. 


Notification  of 
Diseases. 


The  birth  rate  is  somewhat  lower  than  usual. 

The  death  rate  is  the  lowest  we  have  had  for  many  years.  A  number  of  deaths 
were  due  to  heart  diseases  in  persons  of  advanced  age,  and  still  the  death  rate  of 
the  city  is  11*1,  which  I  think  compares  favourably  with  most  towns,  in  fact,  so 
far,  it  is  the  lowest  in  England  that  I  can  find.  Tubercular  diseases  have  caused  11 
deaths  out  of  25  deaths  included  in  the  zymotic  list. 

Of  the  185  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  132  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  on  Three  Mile  Hill.  The  epidemic  had  become,  during  the  two  or  three 
periods  of  its  existence,  most  acute.  185  cases  were  reported,  138  houses  were 
affected,  and  only  one  death  occurred  at  this  Hospital.  This  shows  a  very  large 
proportion  of  recoveries,  compared  with  the  number  of  cases  which  occurred  in 
previous  years  treated  outside,  and  also  compared  with  the  deaths  which  have 
occurred  in  the  small  remaining  number  of  cases  treated  outside  the  Hospital  this 
year  (viz.,  4  out  of  53).  The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  of  the  greatest  possible 
service  to  the  Town,  and  no  doubt  has  prevented  the  spread  of  this  disease  to  an 
extent  which  it  is  impossible  to  calculate.  It  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  I 
am  not  making  the  slightest  personal  criticism  upon  the  treatment  adopted  by  my 
colleagues  in  the  Town,  but  I  think  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  the  more  wholesome  con¬ 
ditions  and  careful  nursing  afforded  by  our  much-abused,  but  extremely  useful, 
temporary  Isolation  Hospital,  has  not  only,  without  doubt,  prevented  the  still  more 
extensive  spread  of  this  epidemic,  but  has  also  shewn,  by  the  satisfactory  average 
of  recoveries,  that  the  objections  to  the  site,  &c.,  have  been  vastly  exaggerated.  In 
connection  with  this  I  wish  to  say  that  a  somewhat  general  outcry  and  much 
needless  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  fact  that  the  clothes  from  the  Hospital  were 
washed  in  the  Friary,  and  caused  an  outbreak  of  fever  there,  but  I  confidently  add 
that  these  clothes  were  most  carefully  disinfected  under  the  supervision  of  the  Head 
Nurse  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  who  is  one  of  the  most  skilful  and  experienced 
Fever  Nurses  I  have  met  in  my  24  years  of  practise.  The  washing  still  went  on  in 
the  Friary,  but  the  much-feared  increase  of  the  epidemic  in  this  quarter  did  not  take 
place,  but  there  was  a  decrease  week  by  week  until  it  became  nil.  This  was  exactly 
according  to  my  opinion  given  at  the  time,  viz.,  that  the  epidemic  in  this  quarter 
wras  not  at  all  due  to  the  clothes  being  washed  there  (or  in  the  neighbourhood). 
This  nail  may  therefore  be  removed  from  the  coffin  lid  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
No  one  will  deny  that  the  Friary  is  a  neighbourhood  the  least  wholesome  in  this 
Borough.  With  regard  to  the  proposed  plan  of  uniting  with  other  Sanitary 
Authorities  for  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  it  is  impossible  to  discuss  this 
matter,  as  it  is  still  sitb  judice. 


House- to- House 
Visitation. 


Notices. 

Dwelling  Houses 


Dairies. 
Milk  Shops. 
Bakehouses. 
Cowsheds. 

Slaughter 

Houses. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  done  his  work  in  a  highly  satisfactory  maimer 
throughout  the  year,  and  has  reported  any  cases  to  me  which  he  found  necessary 
for  me  to  look  into,  and  my  wishes  have  generally  been  promptly  carried  out, 
ensuring  the  safety  of  the  public  health. 

There  have  been  482  notices  served,  and  the  following  work  done  : — 


Filthy  and  dilapidated  houses  cleaned  and  repaired  ...  38 

Dirty  houses  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

Houses  stripped  and  cleansed  after  infectious  disease  ...  16 

Rooms  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  161 

House  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Washhouse  and  kitchen  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  10 

Chimneys  raised  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  (houses)  ...  ...  ...  171 

,,  ,,  ,,  (washhouses)  ...  ...  ...  32 

Dangerous  stairs  and  defective  windows  repaired  ...  184 

Ground  floor  ventilation  provided  to  houses  ...  ...  22 

Overcrowding  of  houses — number  reduced  ...  ...  12 

Washhouse  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  ...  B 

Dilapidated  washhouses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  ,,  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  5 

Filthy  washhouses  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  153 

Filthy  passages  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

„  cellars  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yards  and  passages  paved  ..  ...  ...  ...  208 

Dilapidated  sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ••  20 

New  glazed  earthenware  sinks  Axed  ...  ...  •••  102 

Waste  pipes  provided  to  sinks  ...  ...  •••  162 

Sink  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  and  made  to  discharge 

over  open  gully  traps  ..  ...  ...  •••  117 

Kain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  -..  ...  144 

Eaves  and  fall  spouting  repaired  (houses)  ...  ...  177 

,,  ,,  provided  to  houses  ...  ...  20 


These  have  all  been  visited  at  frequent  intervals  and  any  defects  remedied. 

Daries  and  cowsheds  limewashed  on  notice  ...  ...  6 

Bakehouses  ,,  ,,  ...  •••  7 

Slaughter-houses  limewashed  ...  ...  ••  10 

Workshops  ,,  ...  ...  •••  H 


Keeping  of 
Animals. 

Manure. 


W ater  Supply. 


Drains  inside  dairies  removed 
Drains  inside  bakehouses  removed 
Bakehouse  ceilings  boarded  and  varnished 
Sanitary  dustbins  provided  to  houses...  . 


2 

9 

1 

IB 


The  common  lodging-houses  have  been  carefully  overlooked  and  limewashed. 


Animals  kept  in  a  dirty  state  close  to  houses  have  been  re¬ 
moved.  No. 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed 
Manure  pits  repaired 
Stables  repaired  and  drained 
Stables  re-limewaslied 

Floors  of  slaughter-houses  and  lairage  pens  relaid  or  repaired 
Lairage  pens  limewashed 


29 

27 


B 

6 

4 

6 

21 


This  is  very  good  and  the  Analyst’s  report  quite  satisfactory. 


closing  of  No  schools  in  the  citv  were  closed  during  this  year. 

Schools.  °  *7 

street  cleaning.  This  work  is  always  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


Factory  &  Work¬ 
shop  Aot. 


Outworkers. 


Bakehouses. 


Number  of  factories  and  workshops  visited  up  to  December, 

1903  .  ...  . .214 

Number  of  notices  served  to  abate  nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1875  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Requiring  limewashing  under  Section  2  ...  ...  11 

To  provide  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Orders  given  prohibiting  homo  work  in  places  where  infectious 

disease  has  occurred  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  drain  openings  within  bakehouses-  9 
Notices  served  requiring  limewashing  ...  ...  ...  7 


This  is  not  a  complete  list  of  the  whole  of  the  premises  in  the  City  which 
come  under  the  definition  of  the  Act,  but  the  number  of  those  inspected  during 
the  year.  At  present  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  much  difficulty  in 
keeping  the  work  fully  up  to  date,  as  our  duties  increase  from  year  to  year. 

Drainage.  Drains  found  choked  and  cleared  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  drainage  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  144 
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Water  Closets, 
Privies,  and 
Urinals. 


Houses  with  insufficient  drainage,  extra  provided 
Glazed  earthenware  gullies  fixed 
Drains  removed  from  inside  houses 
,,  ,,  ,,  wash-houses 

Fresh  air  inlets  to  house  drains  repaired  ... 
Drains  removed  from  inside  slaughter-houses 


Intercepting  traps  fixed 
Inspection  chambers  erected 
Ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired 
Inspection  chambers  provided  with  air-tight  covers 
Dilapidated  water  closets  rebuilt 
Water  closets  repaired 

New  w.c.  basins  and  traps  substituted  for  defective  ones 

Hopper  pan  closets  abolished  and  pedestal  wash  -  down 
substituted 

New  seats  fixed  to  water  closets 
Floors  of  water  closets  relaid 
Itoofs  of  water  closets  repaired 

Soil  pipes  (indoois)  abolished,  and  new  soil  pipes  fixed  on  the 
outside  of  houses  and  ventilated 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Insufficient  accommodation — extra  w.c.’s 
Water  supply  provided  to  water  closets 
Defective  flushing  apparatus  repaired 
Privies  abolished  and  w.c.’s  substituted 
Filthy  water  closets  limewashed 
Urinals  provided 

,,  repaired  and  cleaned 


8 

548 

9? 

10 

0 

4 
7 

80 

50 

1 

12 

106 

109 

12 

40 
82 

6 

5 
2 
5 
4 

41 
2 

116 

3 
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Six  pieces  of  meat,  weighing  2941bs.,  were  taken  from  a  slaughter-house  and 
examined  by  me  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  We  found  all  of  it  totally  unfit  for 
human  food  and  had  it  immediately  destroyed,  and  issued  a  summons  against  the 
owner.  The  prosecution  was  unable  to  he  carried  out  as  the  owner  of  the  meat 
died  in  the  interim. 


Removal  &  du-  This  is  done  by  public  scavengers  two  mornings  during  the  week,  and  removed 
Refuge.  to  the  Horsefall  Refuse  Destructor  at  the  Sewage  Works.  This  Destructor  acts 
extremely  well.  A  great  improvement  would  be  effected  in  the  scavengering  if  the 
people  were  compelled  to  use  Sanitary  Dustbins,  the  old  wooden  boxes  generally  in 
use  becoming  saturated  and  most  offensive. 
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Open  air  Hos 
tal  for  PfrtMS 


This  Borough  will  be  closely  associated  with  the  Hospital  which  is  to  be  at 
once'  commenced,  and  which  we  have  the  right  to  use  since  we  are  one  of  the 
counties  concerned  in  the  building  of  it.  This  building  I,  as  one  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  sanctioned  by  the  seconding  of  the  guarantee,  have  pledged  myself  to  a 
certain  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  ultimately  to  the  contractors.  This  guarantee  is 
simply  a  personal  one  to  myself,  and  pledges  nothing  with  regard  to  our  Sanitary 
Authority,  but  it  must  be  understood  also  that  it  will  add  very  largely  to  our 
opportunities  of  stamping  out  this  scourge — tuberculosis — which  is  more  or  less 
prevalent  in  particular  parts  of  this  county. 


HARCOURT  COATES , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


